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The ecological account of China’s urbanisation
Author: Bing Shen, China Academy of Macroeconomics Research

From the perspective of urban development, when more and more people are gathering in the
city, it should be beneficial to the ecological environment, after the trade-off of all benefits
and costs. As there are economies of scale, the city can leave more space for the ecological
conservation, which is equivalent to the migration from rural to urban areas. On the other
hand, when a large number of people gather in towns and cities, they also produce more
wastes and carbon emissions. I think that China is developing in this direction and we should
pay more attention to the green building, low-carbon production and low-carbon lifestyle.
Now, we are aware of this problem and are working on it. Some cities do better, with green
standards for buildings and planning. But in general, this aspect is still weak, because the rate
of urbanisation is too rapid. In many aspects, relevant regulations and management have
failed to keep up with the process of urbanisation. So I think that, at the moment, we are all
aware of this problem. The next step is to implement solutions in practice, such as various
standards for buildings, and then standards for emissions.



