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Low-carbon city
Author: Jincheng Xiao, China Academy of Macroeconomics Research

The US Energy Foundation has funded (CASS) 1 million to support our research team to
study low-carbon cities. On the one hand, the agglomeration of people in cities will cause
ecological problems. We hope that cities give people better lives; however, many people live
very uncomfortably in cities. To solve this problem, we need to promote the ecological
quality of cities. Another aspect is ‘low carbon’ which is about how to reduce carbon
emissions. For example, we are studying “low-carbon” buildings. In the past, because of the
lack of money, the walls of the buildings are fragile. Take the materials of windows as
another example; we have used steel, later PVC plastics, and now the bridge aluminium. I
saw the window imported from Germany in Gaobeidian. The cold insulation effect is good,
and it is very well sealed. It is also suitable for noise insulation. So in this case, the cost is of
course very high. However, as the city's economic level improves, the standard of residential
buildings should be raised. Low carbon building is what we want to promote. Also, low-
carbon transport is that more public transportation is involved in cities. It means when you
can take the bus, do not drive. If you can ride a bicycle, do not take a bus. If you can walk,
you should not even ride a bike. The best way to travel is to walk. But what if you cannot
walk far? That’s why we propose to integrate the home-work locations in the city.



