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Urban-rural integration

Author: Bing Shen, China Academy of Macroeconomics Research

To apply the current urban system of management to rural areas is what we call “urban-rural
integration”. Currently, institutional systems across urban, suburban, and rural areas are
fragmented. To unify the institutional systems, especially in administrative management, is a
fundamental step. In the urban areas, there are official standards for public facilities, such as
the number of rubbish bins. In the rural areas, the standards are much lower than those in the
cities. Sometimes, it is not clear which standard to apply, which may lead to negligence and
undersupply of certain public services. In general, urban areas have more enforceable
standards than rural areas. Therefore, it is creating two systems. The saying of “using only
one broom to sweep all rooms” is a metaphor for urban-rural integration that one set of
standards should apply to both urban-rural areas. At the moment, only more developed
regions are able to achieve such integration.



